WASHKUK GRAMMAR 9 

Phoneme Phone Description 

p p voiceless bilabial fricative 

b mb voiced prenasalized bilabial stop 

V b voiced bilabial fricative 

t t voiceless alveolar stop 

d nd voiced prenasalized alveolar stop 

s s voiceless alveolar sibilant 

ch c voiceless alveopalatal affricate 

j nj (nj) voiced prenasalized alveopalatal affricate 

sh s voiceless alveopalatal sibilant 

k k voiceless velar stop 

g ng (q) voiced prenasalized velar stop 

h h voiceless vocoid 

m m voiced bilabial nasal 

n n voiced alveolar nasal 

r r voiced alveolar flap 

ny n voiced alveopalatal nasal 

w w voiced bilabial semivowel 

y y voiced alveolar semi vowel 

i i voiced high front vowel 

e L voiced mid front vowel 

ee e voiced low front vowel 

ii i voiced mid central vowel 

a a voiced low central vowel 

u u voiced high back rounded vowel 

o o voiced mid back rounded vowel 

1;3 Morphophonemic Changes 

There is limited consonantal and vowel fluctuation in Washkuk 

conditioned largely by the frontal alveopalatal phonemes. 

- ta *continuative* is replaced by - cha when it follows - chi *be- 

nefactive*, - chi 'completive*, or w£ *say'. 
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-ta-wa 'continuative + pres' is contracted (in the Kwoma dialect) 
-ta when it follows a class 1 morpheme, 
-tu when it follows a class II morpheme, 
- cHb when it follows a class III morpheme, 
- chu when it follows a class IV morpheme. 

The following are examples of verb classes according to 
alloBorphs: 



Class I -t£ 


Class II -tu 


Class III -cho 


Class 


IV -chu 


otii 'do* 


tuku 'make fire' 


wo 'say' 


i 


•go' 


a 'eat» 


yimowu 'bear' 


wohe 'ask' 


Chi 


'plant, bite. 


saka 'fair 


sumowu 'follow' 


yii 'cut' 




shape' 


ya » come » 


ruwu 'dress' 


po ' chop ' 


-Chi 


'ben' 


akii 'afraid' 
mm 'call' 


heechi 'leave' 
pokii 'teach' 


kiyapo 'encourage' 
he 'see' 


-chi 

El 
bachi 


'compl' 

'strike' 

'erase' 



Monosyllabic verb stems ending in the vowel /a/ have allomorphs 
with the /a/ replaced with /ee/ which occur preceding suffixes - chi 
'ben» or 'con5)l'. 



Exaisples: 



14. 
ha 

na 



'eat' 
'take' 
'give' 
'weave' 



ee-chi 


'ate' 


yee-chi 


'fetch' 


hee-chi 


'give it' 


nee-chi 


'wove* 



VHiis does not apply to polysyllabic stems, e.g., hama, hama-chi 
•finished'. 

A similar phenomenon occurs in the first person pronoun where 
l^ishlaik has ada or an for 'I' and eej i or een for 'my'. Also, in or- 
dinary speecti the imperative marker na is often pronounced n£ when it 
precedes the vowel i. *go*» 
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